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Un Whmoriam.

JONATHAN THORNE,
Hrs REsTDE\.E, 521FrrlH AvF\uF., Ncw VoRK Crrv, TE\lH Mo.

AGED 83 YRs.,6 Mos., rr DAYS.

grH, r8E4.



TESTIMONIALS.

Tur following Testimonials to the integrity and upright character of
our father, accompanied by Resolutions of Sympathy tendered by his
business associates, and by several corporations with which he was

connected, together with Tributes oJ the Press, have been thus embodied
by his children as a legacy v/hich cannot be affected by the mutations of
time, and as a memorial to be cherished and revered by his descendants.



HIDE AND LB,qrnen CLUI, No. r Fonnv S'r'.,

NEw YORK, OcloBER rr, 1884.

MR. EDwrN THoRNE :

Doe.r StR: With feelings of sincere regard and sympathy in your
deep affiiction, we carry out the instructions of the meeting of the Hide
and Leather Club, and the members of the Trade, held to-day at the

rooms of'the CIub.
We ask you, as the representative of the family, to accept the accom-

panying resolutions, relative to the death of your venerable and esteemed

father; the late Mr. Jonathan Thorne.
Very respectfully yours,

Jo"* r. * t""rt)r?,nrrr.

Enesrrus Sronr-rNc,
Secretaty.

Resolaetl, That while we can but deplore the event which takes from our

midst one so much esteemed and respected as our departed friend and

neighbor, Jonathan Thorne, has always been, we at the same time rejoice

in the goodness of Divine Prqvidence which spared him to us for so long a

period of time, made him so useful to our trade and the community at

large, and has taken him at last, full of years and honor, leaving behind
him so spotless a characteli and so unblemished a reputation'

Resohted,'fhat we tender to his bereaved family, several of whose mem-

bers are with us in the trade, our condolence and sympathy in their
bereavemen t.

Resoload, That our places of busioess be closed on Monday morning, 13th

inst., to give opportunity for attendance at the funeral services.
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THE LEATHER MANUFACTURERS' NATIONAL BANK OF
NEW YORK.

AT a meeting of the Officers and Directors of the Leather Mantrfacturers'

National Bank-of Nerv York, hekl Tuesday, October r4th, rE84, the follow-

ing Preamble and Resolutions were unanimously adopted:
-Aft"..lortg, 

upright and useful life, it has pleased God to take to Him

self our esteemed friend and fe1low-director,

JONAl'HAN THORN}].

LI'd, Il//rcreas, it seems fitting that, after his faithful service of forty-seven

years as Director in this Bank, rve should place on record our testimony as

to his q'orth.
He was a man of well-balanced mind, of calm ald equable temper'

zrffab1e, kindly and courteous toward all, flodest:rnd retiring in demeanor'

'uvise in co,,nsel, shren'd in his estimates of the character and capabilities of

o,t a.a, onO featless in trusting those on ivhom hc placed reliance Emi-

,1"ntty an.,tio.,, ancl conservative in action, .vet prompt' bold and enter-

f.itirig tult.* occasion requirecl, and thlough all his dcaiings maintaining

and exactirg the strictest integrit]'
H" rvas h-"lpfnl tol'zrrd otllers, and in his dccease l'e lose an hotest'

Christian gentleman.
Resohall That we herervith tencier to l.ris famil1'our deepest stmpathy in

theirsaclbereavement,anclincloingso\\'cdesiretoexPressourfullappre-
ciation of his pure ancl singrrlarly blameless character'

Resolted, Tiat o 
"upy 

oi these minutcs bc engrossecl and forwarded to

hisramilY' o 
" ""t''l):.r,,r,,-.



THE NEW YORK MUTUAL GAS LIGHT COMPANY.

Ar the regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the New York
Mutual Gas Light Company, held on the r4th day of Octobei 1884, the
following resolutions were adopted :

Whereas, We have learned with deep regret of the decease of Mr. Jona-
than Thorne, for many years a valued member of this Board, and whose
mature experience and judgment we thoroughly appreciated; therefore,

Resolaed, Thal the long and distinguished career of Mr. Thorne as a
merchant, and as a citizen highly esteemed, and one whose example for
probity and honor was so marked, that the community as well as this
company have sustained a loss in his decease.

Resolaed, That these resolutions be published, and a copy of the same
suitably engrossed be sert to his family, to whom we extend this evideqce
oI our sympathy and condolence.

JOHN P. KENNEDY,

Presidefi.
W. C. BESSoN,

Secre/ary,,,



MEETING OF THE BOARD oF DIRECTORS OF THE
CENTRAL TITUST CO}'IPANY OF NEW YORK,

OCTOBER zr, r384

Tun Board of Directols of the Central Trust Company at their first
meeting since the death of tireir late associ.rte, Jonathao Thorae, desire to
place on record an expression of their sincere esteen for his character, and

their sense of the loss they have sustained in his temoval from their num-

ber. A Trustee of this Company from its first orgaflization, he rvas, no'r-

withstanding his advanced age) .rctive in his interest in its affairs, aiding by
his regular attendance at the meetings of the Board, and by his counsel and

zr<1vice in promoting its progress and success- I-Iis venerable presence, his

genial manners, aod the kindliness of his intercourse lvith the members of
the Board will be recalled rlith Peculiar interest arrd afJection by his

surviving associates, ivhile they unite in the Tribute o{ respect to his

memory vr.hich all who knew him have been prompt to render. His long
lifc, beginning ri'ith the present century, t'as, during his active business

career, honorabiy identiflcd $,ith the growth and prosperity of this city, in
whose commercial ach'ance he aided, and among rvhose merchants he l'as
conspicuous for integrity and ability. The agricultural pursuits and

industries, to wllich hc gave a large poltion of his maturer years, wcre on

a scale commensur.lte $rith the liberaiity ancl large capacity $hich charac-

terizerl him in every sphere of activity; and in the sercne old age l'hich he

was permittecl to e'joy, he had the respect and reverence $'hich lvere the

itting crown of a lifc of spotless integlit)'and consistcnt principles.

In tokerr of the high estcem in rvhich his memory is beld by his associates

of this l3oarc1,
Rcto/t'td,'fhat the foregoing memorial be entered on the minutes, and

that a cop)' thel eof be sent to the t'idow ancl family of the deceased.

A true copy from the minutes of the IJoard of
Directors of the Central Trlrst Company of Ne\\-

Yor_k. attesr. 
o. ,. ,rr,r,l,).)r,,,rr,,r.



THE SIXTH AVENUE RAILROAD COMPANY.

Ar a meeting of the Directors of the Sixth Avenue Railroad Company,

held at the ddp6t on the 6th day of November, 1884, Mr. Demorest pre-

sented the following :

Whereas, Jonathal Thorne, ooe of the oldest and most respected mem-

bers of this Board, died at his residence in the city of New York on the

9th day of October, 1884. And, wl]ereas, it is the desire of the members

o{ this Board of Directors to place upon the iecords of this Company an

expressiot of their regret at the loss of so good a man, citizen, and friend :

Therefore,
Resolted, That in the death of Jonathan Thorne this Compaoy has lost

one of its most valuable members; a man whose honesty atrd integrity no

one could ever question; possessed of good judgment and ability, which
his business life has shown as one of New York's oldest and most successful

merchants; a man who, in his social and genial nature, endeared himself
to all with whom he came in contact.

Resoloed, Thal the sympathy of the members of this Board is hereby ten-
dered to his family in this hour of their afdiction.

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Company be requested to transmit a
copy of these resolutions to the family of our deceased friend.

On motiofl o{ Mr. Demorest, secoflded by Mr. Gordon W. Burnham, it
lVaS

Resolzted, That the same be placed on the minutes, and a copy engrossed

and sent to the family of our deceased friend, which was carried unani-
mouslY' 

Hnrnv S. Moonu,
S€cretarv.



THE NEW YORK SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF
CRUELTY TO CHILDREN.

Tns Board of Directors, at its meeting of November 6th, 1884, unani-

mously adopted the following resolution in respect to the memory of the

late

JONATH-.\N THORNIJ.

Resolced,'fhat the New York Society {or the Preveotion of Cruelty to
Chilclreo mourns with unfeigned sorrow the loss of Jonathan Thorne, one

of its Vice-Presidents and earliest members. During the ten years of its
existence his deep interest in its ivork has been manifested by liberal con-

tributions, and by.his openly avowed personal sympathy with the objects

of its care. Having efltered into rest at the close of a long and honorable
life in this community, it rernains oniy for the Board of Directors of this
Society to unite with all who knew him in expressing their personal sorrow

at his loss, and to bear their testimony to the excellence of his character
as a citizen and philanthropist.

E. Fer-rows JolrrNs,
Secretar.y.



TRIBUTES OF' THE PRESS.



fShoe and Ieother Re?olter, Octolter $, 1884.]

MORTUARY.

. JONAI.HAN I.HORNX.

Tnrs eminent merchant and citizer, who died on Friday last, October
9th, at his residence in New York, aged eighty-four years, was for so many
years identified.lvith the hide and leather trade of this State, that we feel it
a tribute due his memory to recall some of the incidents of that business
career, which has resulted so advantageously to his immediate family, and
so honorably to the trade.

On coming to this city, in the year 1828, from his father,s home in
Dutchess County, N. Y., he lirst became interested in the dry-goods
tiade.

After a short period, influenced, as we may oaturally infer, by his mar-
riage relations with the family of Israel Corse, who had at that early period
established a business house irr the ,,S.wamp,, upon a permane,lt {ounda-
tion of credit, he became a partner. The forms and methods then pur_
sued by most of the houses in the trade did not suit the ideas of the new
son-inJaw, for at that early period the business was ,,buying and sell-
ing," either on commission or ,,out and out,,, mostly the laiter. This
dickering process did rot accord with the views of ihe newlv-installed
partner) so by slorv processes Lhe nature of the business rvas changed
into commission or an out-and-out manufacturing, either on joint or
individual account. This was more or less of a struggle on behalf of this
house, as, indeed, of many others, during all these earlier years, to adapt
themselves to the changes whicl.r were inevitably forcing .themselves on
the leather trade of the city, State, and, in fact, the whoieiountry. There
was a line being drawn bet.ween the manufacturer and the jobber. This
line has now become so thoroughly established that, with rarc excep-



tions, Do one thioks of connecting thesc diverse intcrcsts in the same
horrse.

lVhen, in the year r8.+7, thc housc oI Thorne, \Yatson, Corse & Co. r,vas

established, succeeded in r85: by that oI Thorne, \Vatson & Co., this
divorcc r,i'as complete. There ti'as [o n]ore Pretence of buying and selling
" leather) hides andoil," buL it \l'as buying hides and selling leather. It
becane a purell-manrtlacturing businPss. and h.-rs so rnnlinued.

It is not too much to sa}'that this firm t'as the pioreer in establishing
the sole-lcather business as separate from all other branches.

In the early history-of lhe trade in Neiv York there lv.rs an intinate and
close relation bet$'een it and that of Pliiladelphia and Baltimore. The
packets that sailed bet\-een these ports clepended Verv l:rrgclt upo1l c:rrry-
ing oak leatl-rer from the two Soutl-rern ports to this cit)-. Subsecluentl)',
ttle same tlade ['as tr;rnsferred in part to Boston anrl Lynn.

l)uring tl-re contifluan.e of this oak sole-leiither trade, the houses of
Tl.romas Everit & Sons, Israei Corse & Son, James & George Brooks and
Thomas Brooks rvere the principal deaiels and colsignees. Whi1e, there-
fore, Jonathan Tl]orne s.as the natural inheritor of the Southern trade, he
soon outg.ew it ancl iaunchetl out into thc hemlock sole-leather trader as

before stated.
Ll[r. Thorne rvas fortu[ate in making his early conncctions in this new

departure. He associated himself t'ith Colonel John Watson) \'ho in con-
nection with Colonei Zadock Pratt had become perfectly familiar 1\'ith the
economies of making hemlock 1eatlier, ancl it s'as lo his practical kno$'l-
edge and long business experience s'ith the manufacturers of Nestern and
Northern Nelv York that gave thc new firm a prestige enjoyed by no other.
For about thirty-five years the firm continuccl 11,ith unimportant individual
changes, and it was the recognizecl head of the red sole leather trade.

The eldest son of Nlr. 'I'hornc grerv up ivith this house, and, after making
an ample.fortune, retired on account of ill+ealth to the more congenial
occupation of stocli raisiflg, which he still pursues in an unprofessional
way

As Mr. Thorne had other sons to \\'hom hc u'ished to impart a business
1ile, 1ie formecl the firm of Thorne, N{cFarlane & Co., and at least trvo of
his sons thus continued a business which hacl become a second nature to
the ldthcr.

Duling the past forr-r l.e:us I{r. 'lhorne Jras, at va.ious times, assrsted
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several young houses by the contribution of special capital. It is under-
stood that he has exe.cised so much good judgment in the selection of his
agents that he has added materially to his own fortune, besides the satis-
faction of rendering important service to the young and deserving men of
our trade,

It would be a great ifljustice to the memory of Mr. Thorne to close this
'without alluding to his services and sacrifices for the trade in defending
their interests in the celebrated " Tan Burning Suit." The details of this
long-continued suit, and the principles involved, are familiar to most of
our readers, but the trials and disappointments from adverse decisions and
protracted delays through more than fourteen years of struggle and
anxiety, to say nothing of the large amount of money he expended ifl
behalf of the tanners, are not as fully known ard appreciated by the trade
as they deserve. Withir a few months of his death the final decision of
the United States Supreme Court was given ir his favor, and he had the
gratification of knowing that his arduous efforts rvere rewarded with suc-
cess, and the position taken by him at the outset fully vindicated.

Outside arld quite independent of his services in the leather trade, Mr.
Thorne has filled most important and responsible positions in many of our
railroads, banks, insurance and trust companies, He was for many years
an influential governor of the New York Hospital and the other institutions
under its management. Indeed, it would be dimcult to find any important
eleemosynary institution in our city or State to which he was not at some
time a contributor-

Among the first, if not the very first, American that interested himself in
the improvement of domestic animals, Mr. Thorne brought to this country
from England the most approved breeds of cattle and sheep, which he
placed on his Thorndale farm, This enterprise was subsequently trans-
ferred to his second son, Samuel, who became noted for his valuable herd
both in England and America, while his son, Edwinr before mentioled,
has devoted himself to the improvement of horses.

After a long and well-spent life of more than foursco(e years, this man
lays down the responsibilitiesr,,he has borne so long, leaving to his sons, the
trade and the world an examfle of honest fidelity worthy of imitation.

The following was issued by the Hide and Leatfrer Club :



No. r Fenrv Srncr, , I
Nurv Yor.., October ro, r884. f

DIAR SrR: You are requested to meet rvith the members of the Hide
and Leather Club, at their rooms, on Saturday morning, rrth i{st, at rI
o'clock, to take notice of the death of Jonathan Thorne, who, for many
yearsr was an horfored merchant in our t(ade.

JoHN T. lVIlLErs, President.

Er.+svus Srenr,rIvG, Secre torr.

At the meeting the following gentlemen were present :

John Andresen,
Richard Anders,
Theodore M, Barnes,
Edward H. K. Belcher,
E. H. Conklin,
James B. Dewson,
Ambrose K. Ely,
Henry Emerson,
William A. Fraser,
Henry I. FIu1l,

Charles Hauselt,
Mark Hoyt,
H. B. Kirk,
Redmond Keresey,
Milo Kistler,
H. G. Lapham,
W. Creighton Lee,

J. R. E. Moore,
William K. Major,
Richard P. Merritt,
Frederick Pickard,
George Palen,
William Palen,
George T. Patterson, Jr.,
Jackson S. Schultz,
Norman I. Rees,
D. T. Stevens,
Wiiliam Sherwood,
Erasmus Sterling,
J. W. Stout,
E. Southwick,
Abe Stein,

John T. Willets,
Colonel John Watson.

Ambrose K. Ely made the follou'ing remarks :

"We have been frequently called logether, Mr. Chaitman, aod gentle-

men of the leather trade, on occasions similar to this, to pay our tribute of
respect to the memory of business friends. and neighbors who have been

re-oved from our midst, but perhaps non"ttof .,s present have ei'er before

been permitted to speak of one who has been for so long a period of time
an active member of our trade, had sucl-r iarge interests involved' and occu-

pied so prominent a position in it.



" Fo1 about half a century Mr. -fhorne l'as senior partner oI onc of our
leacling houscs, which, through thL' successile ch.tnges of titLe of Jonathafl
Thorne & Co., Lapham, Corse !t Co., Thornc, Watson, Corse & Co., and
Thornej \\ratson & Co., airval,s sustainc(l thc hilihcst commcrcial credit,
r.nd e\.er occupied a conspicuous position in the Swamp, passing through
the panics of r337 and rSjT l\'ithout clefault.

" Ilut not onljr by hic large intercst in this house, of which he was an
actile menber, but :rlso by the contlibution of capital, as spccial p,trtlerr
he has o}1 seve].a1 occasions assisted in the formation of a number of other
tanning houses, some of them promincnt ones, still existilr!{, so t1lat for
manv yeats he $'as much more largely intelcstcd in the hemlock sole-
leather business of our coirntry thafl an]r othel one individuai in it.

"But not only in the le;rthcr business rvas X{r. Thorne prominent. Jn-
heriting from his father, some forty yelus sitlccJ the fine iatge f:rrm in
l)utchess County oD r,vhich he was reare.l, he began to make largc improve-
ments orr it for his family occupancy.ls a sunrlner rcsiclerce) a-nd proceedcd
to stock it witll the choicest cattie of the kind rvliich the ivorld could fur-
nish. \Vhatcr.cr bc did, hc alura-lrs deslred shoulcl be ivel1 done, and lvhat-
erer he possessecl ire rvisired to bc of tire best.

''Sencling an ageni to Engl.rncl, commissiooed to purchase the linest
cattlc Nhich money co|1d procule there, he succecdcrl in obtaining a nutn
ber of .rninals from thc celebrateci Eates herd of short horned IJurhams,
famous throughout the United Kingciom, paying, if J remember correctly,
for the bull 'Grand Duke' the sum of ,{rooo stcrling, and for 'Ducircss '

co\\.s li6oo cach*prices at that timc uflprecedented, but more tilan quad-
rupled since by public s:rlcs in this country of thc clescendants of these
rery animals. This herd made'Thorldale F.rrm'a noted place for many
\ears to the stock-r:riscrs here, arlcl its celebrity has beefl added to in later
1'ears b-r'the production of the celebratcd stallion 'TirornCaic,'thc tinner
r:'l man| prizes, ;rnd brecl by lllr. Thorne's oldcst son, Ed\vifl, the present
proprietor oI the property. The iniriocluction of this herd of cattle has
becn of incalculable sen.ice to thc stock interests of thc United States.

"]Ir. Thorne was latiler: r'etiring in disposition, but always the perfect
gentleman in his intcrcoursc rvith a1l around him. It r''as iny privilege to
be closeiy associated ivith him for fourtccn yc:Lrs-from rS.+3 to r857-at
llrst as his clerk anrl aftcrwa!-d as n iulrior partner in thc house. I)rLring
ali those \-ears no harsh or :rngL-r_ rvolrl (so far-as mr ftcrDor\- serrcs rre)



'was ever uttered by him to me. He was always courteous' not only to his

associate partners, but to all clelks, porters and draymen in his employ'

"Almoit uniformly successful in his business operations and invest-

ments, eminently happy in all his domestic relations, blessed in his declin-

ing years rvith unusual good health until rvithin the past few weeks, he has

go"ne, t"avittg not only a very large estate, but that also lvhich is better, 'a
good name, rather to be chosen than great riches' I beg leave to present

for consideration the following resolutions:

" Resalae,l, That r'vhile we can but deplore the event which takes from

our midst one so much esteemed and respected as our departed friend and

neighbor, Jooathan Thorne, has ahvays been, 14re at the same time rejoice

io ihe goodness of Divine Proviclence, rvhich spared him to us for so long

a period of time, made him so useful to our trade and the community at

large, and has taken him at last, full of years and honor, leaving behind

him so spotless a character and so unblemished a reputatioa

" Resoiacd, That we tend.er to his bereaved family, several of lvhose mem-

bers are stil1 with us in the trade, our condolence and sympathy in their

bereavement.
" Reso/aed, That our Piaces of

r3th inst., to give opportunitY for
that a copy of these resolutions be

of the deceased."

business be closed on Motrday morfling,
attendance at the funeral services, and
engrossed and forwarded to the family

also made a few aPPro-
Sherwood, and old mem-

Jackson S. Schultz seconded the resolutions, and

priate remarks in reference to the eveflt. William
ber of the trade, made some eulogistic remarks.
. The stores in the Swamp were closed during the funeral,

many mer.hanls cttended the services

r3 inst., and
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1T"fu Mttil and Exltrcss, Ot/.iEr r3, r884.]

AN EXA},{PI,E FOR YOUNG I'IEN.

ttlti c1R!',llR o!' JoN.!rlr-\'N rIloR\li, o)iE o}. \li1\: YoRK'S f!tslc-{l' lllillcllf\Ts'

Joslru-tx Ttonru, l'ho ciied on Thursday cvenirrg at his lcsidence, No

5ra l'ittn Avcnue, at the.iclvanced a3c of eight-r--four )'ears, nras one of the

iypical merchants of Nerv York- He \\'as born in Dutchess Countl', in
April, i8or. From rlJ:o to 1323 hc rvas eng:rgcrl in the dry-goocls busi-

ness, in thc cit), of Nelv Yorh- IIc the1l, at llis father's requ"st, returned

to Dutches! Countl'ancl took charg..e of tire liLrge farm rvirich has eler :ince

renlail]ed in the farnih', ancl llas becone so notcd lor succcssful stock-rais-

ing, in:{rguratcC i11 Xtr. Thorne, aitd :lflerlvaicl contiirired by ]ris sons,

Samuel aod Edl1i1l. Almost the fllst short-horn cattle brought to this

couitry rvere inported by him ln rE:.; i'It Thornc marriecl the cl'rughter

of trIr. Israel Corse, lvho lv1s thcIr a prominent leathel merchant ;n th;s

city. Upol l{r. Corsc's retiremcnt from busiless in r33o, XIr 1'horne

agiirr came-to the city and succeeCed hinr jn the learthr:r business, catr'1-ing

it on in Lis o1r'rr nanc and building u]l probabiy the largest an(l most suc-

cessful busincss that h.is cvel been carriecl on in thc " Srvaop " For those

e:rr11'clays hc rvas considcred a tery bolc1 opcrator' llc paid lhe closest

attcntion to cvcr]'clet.tiL ol his large bttsiness, going to his store in J:1cob

.Ln.l Ferry stlcets early in the morning, long belore breakfast, and e\ien

returning thcre after din er almost ever)'night. IIe w'rs not oniy avery
larqc buyer ancl scller of leather in the markct, but carried on immtns(l

tanlreries in \e,r' York an<l Pennsl'1vania. Later IIe became the head of

rhe 6rm of ThorIre, \\'atson & Co., u'hich for man.v )'cars contintled the

l;rrgest ancl rnost successful leathcr firm of this countr1.. It is dilficult now

to redliz.e the influcnce of a tl.tan tt{ro was forcmost among tlle merch'rnt

princes of his generction, more than tNentJ' ]'ears ago. IJe hzrs left a

large fortune, thc result of his commercial abilitv and foresight- IIe ivas



a man methodical in his habits, always punctual in keeping his engage-
ments, and of the strictest integrity. No obligation of his was ever known
to go to protest. His business judgment and his opinions on all commer-
cial matters were everywhere respected. At the time of his death he was
a director in the Central Trust Compafly, the Leather Manufacturers' Na-
tional Bank, the Fifth Avenue Bank, the Mutual Gas Company, the City
Fire Insurance Company, and the Sixth Avenue Railroad Company. He
was one of the original promoters of the Pennsylvania Coal Company, and
continued its leading director until a few years since. Unlike most men
of advanced age, he toot the liveliest interest in all matters of the present
day, ever to the last week before his death. He was as well informed in
respect to everything of iflterest to the pr€sent generation as persoos now
.in the prime of life; nothing escaped his attention or was devoid of inter-
est to him. Mr. Thorne was eminently a man of his word, and ao intense
love of justice was the ruling principle of his life. Desiring justice for
himselt he unhesitatingly accorded it to all other persoos; and no one
ever suspected him of a wish to take any unfair advantage or to do the
slightest wrong. He was a man of great personal dignity, of commanding
presence and of fine proportions. To the very end of his life he stood
str4ight as a dart, continued daily in active exercise, was a rapid and con-
stant lvalker, and showed all the agility and energy of a young man. In
his family relations he rvas a most affectionate father and the most faithful
of husbands. Mr. Thorne's first wife died in 1872, and a few years later
he maried Mrs. Eliza Fox Merritt, who survives him. There also survive
him four sons, Edwin, Samuel, Jonathan, Jr., and William, and one

daughter, Phebe Anna Thorne.

-:r:Hf{f



fMeu Yorh Tribane, Oclober 14, 1884]

FINAL HONORS TO JONATHAN THORNE.

Tne funeral of Jonathan Thorne took place yesterday at his home' No'

524 Filth Avenue. From an early hour the spacious t"t::pt9" and draw-

i; ;;;t w"re throrrged with friends and relatives of Mr' Thotne- The

."iui""" *"r" in confor-mity with the customs of the Society of Friends' and

consisted simply of acldresses and prayers, with. intervals of reverential

"if"n.., 
,ft" il," p.ea"hers'being daniel H' 9t1q:, of. Amawalk' New

V".t t' eal,f. W. ailee and Samu"el J Levick, of Philadelphia ; ,Samuel 
B

Haine* and Thomas Foulke, of New York; and Rev Geo H' Hare' of

tG 
""*, 

all oJ whom tooi part in the eulogy of Mr' Thorne and the

accompanying exhortations.--j;;t;; iho.n" *", born in Washington, Dutchess Co ' N' Y ' in

ei.if, ,Sor, his father being a farmer there' At the age of nineteen he'

came to New York and engaged in the dry-goods business' returning'

;;;"""t, to Dutchess County-thiee years later, to tak-e,charge of the large

i.r* *iri"f, has remained ir the family ever since Mr' Thorne imported

nearly the first short-horn cattle ever brought to this country' His al-

ii"".i *itit the Corse family, through his marriage with the daughter of

f-.o"i Co.t", first brought him in connection lvith the " Swamp ;" for' on

,tr. ."ti."^"r,t of his f-ather-in-1aw from business in r83o' Mr' Thorne re-

turned to New York, and succeeded him as a buyer and seller of leather

;; i;;.; ."i Ferry streets. Not cootent with this lucrative occupation'

heestablishedimmensetanneriesinNewYorkandPennsylvarria,becom-
i"g r.,".,rt" head of the firm of Thorne, Watson.& Co' He amassed great

wJalth by his business ability and foresight, and his opinions and iudg-

ment on all comm€rcial matters were every\'vhere respected He tobk the



liveliest iflterest in all mattels of the present day, and he was as well in-

formed in respect to everything concerning the present generation as Per-

sons now in the prime of life.
In i87z his first wife died, and a few years later he married Mrs' Eliza

Fox Merritt, a sister of Mrs. Augustus Schell, who sul-vives him. He also

leaves four sons-Edwifl, Samuel, Jonathdn, Jr., and William-and one

daughter, Phebe Anna.
Ai the time of his death Jonathan Thorne was a director in the Central

Trust Company, the Leather Manufacturers' National Bank, the Fifth
Avenhe Bank, the Mutual Gas Company, the City Fire Insurance Com-

pany, and the Sixth Avenue Railroad Company He rvas one of the

original pronoters of the Pennsylvania Coal Company, and continued a

leading director ifl it utrtil a few years ago.

Among the well-known business associates and friends of Mr' Thorne at

the funeral were William H. Macy, Wilson M. Powel, Charles Haight,
Effingham Cock, Robert R. \,Villets, Austin G. Fox, William H Carpen-

ter, {obert Schell, trViiliam Sherwood, William G Thomas, David Barker,

John B. Isham, Constant Andrews, John Watson, Ex-Mayor Ely, Ambrose

k. Ely, Theod.ore M. Barnes, Henry G. Lapham, Richard Merritt, Josiah
T. Tubbr', David M. Turnure, John W. Pearce, and Moses Pearce'

The interment took place at Woodla!vn.



lThe -Boston Eerald, October t4, t884]

A DESERVED SUCCESS.

Mn. JoNern.tr Tnonuo, who died iast week in New York City' at the

tlf" "fi "g" 
of eighty-four, was a business man whose career and whose

.,.i"""., d"i.u. to ie citea in disproof and correction of the veryprevalent

notion that in this country wealth aad honor are accorded only to those

*ho tt"r;tlitting to disregard the laws of strict mercantile honesty lt has

been one of tie pre-eminent virtues of the Society of Friends that it has

.f*"yt l".it,"a upon a practical application of the commandment: "Do
ortto'otft"r, ", 

yoo ,"oold have othets do unto you," and as a member of

that sect, Mr. Tirorne, during his long and active business life' was never

unmiodful of this injunction. An incident which he told of his early

e"pe.i6rrc" not only iiustrates his adhererrce to principle' but also the way

in which this adherence btought in a decided pecuniary reward lt was'

and probably still is' the custom of those engaged in the wholesale hide

and ieather business to sort out the stock that they bought in the gross'

grading it into first, second and third classes and rejections' the latter

i"ing itl" lowest and least valuable on the list Mr' Thorne' when he

enter"ed business on his own account, foufld that his grader followed the

general custom of giving to the firm the benefit of all doubts; that is to

ia-v, if some doubt ixisted as to lvhether a hide should be thrown into the

piie of rejections or should be classed as a thi{d-class article' the grader

li-ost inva.ittly made the latter choice, and so on thrqugh the rest of the

sorting. Mr. Tirorne immediately insisted that-this method should be

"o*plit.ly 
reversed. If there was the least doubt the customer' and not

he, was to receive the benefit of this doubt This plan promised to net a

loss to the scrupulously conscieotious merchant; but in a short time it
had the precisely opposite result. Customers soon found that they could

af{ord to pay -or" }o, Thorne's rejections than for those of any other



leather house in New York City,'while his regular grades always com-

manded the highest market prices. This is a little incident, but it is char-

acteristic ol the methods vrhich Mr. Thorne constantly pursued, methods

which, combined with sterling business tactics, soofl enabled him to build
up the largest trbde of his kind in New York, and which gave him, when

he retired from active 1i{e, a fortune amou[ting to several millions of dol-

lars. The record left by such a man will go a long way toward offsetting
d. great deal that is said about the unprincipled character of mercantile

transacIions in this country.

l
l
l

I



fThe Neu' Vork Sun, October 4, fi84.]

JONATHAN THORNE'S EXEMPLARY LIFE.

AN OLD.FASHIONED MERCHANT lVHO PROS?ERED IN WHATDYER HE UNDERTOOK.

Tne funeral of the late Jonathan Thorne, Sr., who died on the 9th inst.,
was held yesterday morning at the home of the deceased merchant, at 524
Fifth Avenue. The house was filled with friends of the family, many of
whom were dressed in the plain garb of the Society of Friends. The ser-
vices were conducted by members of this Society. Daniel H. Griffin, a
minister from Amawalk, New York, opened the services with a short
address, in which he said: " There is no better way of.solving the
problem of life, and no better way of preparing to meet the change which
death briflgs, than in doing each duty faithfully as it is presented. In
this manner of life our friend was an example to old and yourg. He
oeeds no eulogy. His works praise him." Others spoke briefly of the
duties of life as practised by the deceased, and of the common hope of
heaven. A prayer offered by Samuel J. Levick, of philadelphia, closed
the services. The burial was at Woodlawn. There were no pall-bearers.
A list of those who attended the funeral would include about all of the
merchants in the Swamp, besides many other prominent business men of
the city.

Jonathan Thorne was born ia Washington) Dutchess County, on April
uoth, r8or. His great-grandfather, Isaac Thorne, was one of the earliest
settlers in the county, having moved there from Long Island in ri2o,
Jonathao's father, Samuel Ttrorne, was a country merchant in Washington
when Jonathan was bor.r, but in r8r4 he purchased the farm of four hun-
dred acres, since known as Thorndale, and moved to it for the purpose of
educating his boy as a farmer. Six years of farm life gave the boy an
ambition to become a merchant, and he was accoldingly established as a
down-town dry-goods dealer in this city in r8zo. While in business here

4



he became acquainted lvith the daughter of N{r. Israel Corse, a leather
merchant in the Srvamp, ancl married her. Aftel thrcc years iD the dry-
goods business he rvas persuaded by his fathcr to sell out and retrr'n to the

farm, r'here he rernained until r33o- FIe then returned to the city and

succeedcd to the ieather business of his father-in-1alv. Fot just fifty years

he lollorved jt rv'th rlmost unva-ying su(c."s
It was his habit in the early clays of trade to go to his off,ce before

breakfast aod draw checks for all obligations falling due on that dav, and

thus open trade. He made it a Point to see that the purchaser of his stock

\vas better pleased after the goods rvere delivered than bcfore. Io 18'17

the firm of Thorne, Watson, Corse & Co. \{as established) :rnd the pattDer-

ship remainecl unbroken until IIr. Thoroe retired in r83o. A11 of thc othcr
members of the firm are now living. The death of X'Ir. Thorne's fatther in
r8+9 left the ol<1 homestead in Dutchess County t'holly in his hands He

at once began to lit it up for a summer residetce. 'lhe felY months passed

there in r85o served to impress on hir-n strongly the lack of entcrprise

:rmong his neighbors, and {arme::s in general lt rvas a subjecf on $'hich

hc ha.l thought much after learring thc farm in r33o l\rith a vierv of at

once teaching and assisting his neighbors, lie determined to begin rcaLing

blooded cattle of the best breeds to be obtainecl in the l'orld. Eatly in
r85 r Mr. Thorne's son, .iccompi{nied by XIr. Fr ancis }'I Rotch, a rvcil-

knorvn judge of cattle thirtv j'ears ago, lvent to EnglzrncL to tru!- thc

nucleus lor the new herd. The lirst pulchase made Nas the bull Grand
Duke, for ."\ihom one thousand guitcas were Paid aftcr prolon{ed legoti:t-
tions. This \rras at that time the greatest price ever paid for such an ani-

mal, antl his subsequent arrival in this country witl! the three Duchesses,

59, 64, and 68, created a serrsatioll among farnters and stockmen rvhich has

probably lrever since been equa1led. .Stock in great quantities had been

importecl bcfore thatt by speculators, but these fout, rvith half a dozen less

famous cows, were thc first imported for the purpose of srrpplying Amcrica
\uith the best blooded cattle in the world.

In 1854 the son, Samuel, took the chaige of the herd ancl imported ten
more of a like glade, and the next year brought over Second Grancl Duke

and Neptune. in r857 the Nlount Forclh:rn l-rerd, including the Duchess

bui1, Duke of Gloster, and the 'lhornclale herd, became not onllr the best,

but the most valuable, in the \,\'orld. 'lhis rvas conceded in (]re;rt Britain
as weli as in othei countrics. For the first time in the history of the coun-



try, stockmen came over to America from G(eat Britain to get stock to
improve their herds. The fltst sale, that of a bull, Our Americao Cousin,
was made to an Irish gentleman in r83r, and ffteen other sales were made
in.the year following, The traffic thus started created an interest in fancy
stock which drove prices to a fictitious figure. After the Thorndale herd
yras sold to Mr. J. O. Sheldon, of Geneva, a cow was sold at auction for
$4o,6oo, and quite a number brought more than $3o,ooo. The bidding
was a cofltest betv/een British and American breeders. Mr. Jonathan
Thorne leaves four sons, Edwin, Samuel, Jonathan, and William, and one
daughter, Phebe Anna Thorne. His first wife died in 1872, and he subse-

quently married Mrs. Eliza Fox Merritt, who also survives him.



fFrom Friends' fnlelligetzcer, PhiladeQhia, Eleuenth mo., t5th.l

JONATHAN THORNE.

Turs venerable Friend, whose death, at the ripe age of 84 years, was
announced in a late number of our paper, will be remembered by many in
our religious Society, by whom he was not intimately known, for his
liberal hospitality, his genial courtesy, and gentle dignity of bearing.

For many years, ministering and other Friends have been welcomed to
his home during the week of the New York Yearly Meeting, and those who
have gathered round his fireside or sat at his board will recall rvith a feel-
'ing of pleasure his easy flow of agreeable conversation, the freedom from
any undue formalism, and the generous anticipation of any need, or, in-
deed, any desire on the part of a guest, He was rich in memories of the
past, having ever been an intelligent and interested observer of the action
of the Society of Friends, even in matters in which he did not see his way
into active co-operation. Of persons and events of a generation ago, his
recollection was quite vivid, and there was alr absence of any feeling o{
mere partisanship, and an appreciation of nobility of motive, even when he
saw it lacking the support of sound good sense and true insight.

As a successful merchant and man o{ business he was very widely
known for his rvisdom, his integrity, and his observance of the Golden
Rule of the Christian. As a merchant of unquestioned probitt the press

in the city, with which his business interests were identified, as well as

elsewhere, have been prompt in tributes to his worth, and extracts from
some of these we gladly transfer to our own columns. The Bostot Eelald
of Tenth month rTth makes most hoflorable mention of him as one whose
career disproves and corrects the prevalent notion that in this country
wealth and honor are accorded only to those who are willing to disregard
the laws of perfect uprightness in busi[ess 1ife.

Jonathan Thorne's own testimony many years ago is still well remem-
bered by those rMho loved him, "that no business operation can be
ultimately successful in the largest sense, on which the approval of a just
God did not rest." *

*The above article from the Flien.ts' I)t tel/igenral con tai n ed ext rac ts Iro m the N. Y. .r1ar7

altd Er?lers, the Boston Eerald and, the Slae altd L?alher Re?art.r, w}.ich ate omitted h€re,
having been printed at lengrh in the foregoing pages,






