Sometimes
~ it seems as if .
the environ-
mental move-
ment has been
| 4 w7k left behind by
B Jolin Bussey the sheer:
u speed of Amer-
ica’s shale en-
ergy revolutlon That may be
because a resource—natural
gas—that environmental

groups once saw as part of the

solution has become part of
the problem—-at least as they
see it.

Shale gas and oil are widely
viewed as one of the biggest
forces to hit the U.S. economy
in modern history. Total U.S.
gas production has rocketed
33% since 2008 and oil 46%,
driving down energy costs. The
expanding shale industry sup-
ported 1.7 million jobs in 2012
and produced $62 billion in
state and federal tax revenue,

according to IHS/CERA, the en- |

ergy consultancy.
“The new narrative about
shale gas is about jobs, eco-

nomic growth, global competi- .
tiveness, and a U.S. manufac--
turing renaissance,” says Dan

Yergin, the energy expert and
author of “The Quest.”

‘ The public gets the narra
tive. A Pew Research poll
found 48% of the public favors
increased use of hydraulic =~

frackmg of shale, 38% are op- 4

half the carbon footpnn of
coal. It was the ideal substltu-—
tion for coal, and a “bridge” to
greater use of renewable en-
ergy such as wind and solar.
But as shale gas production
soared, natural gas’s price
plummeted. Environmental
groups Nnow worry it’s moving
in to stay, taking the momen-
tum out of the shift to nonpol-

. into the atmosphere when nat-
- ural gas is fracked, piped and

found that industry pollution o £as now
controls have reduced produc- -

_sources, and policy makers

luting renewables, slowing

. conservation, and creating ne
environmental problems.

. “To the extent that we’re
locking in new gas power
plants, it’s not the best way to
build a cleaner society,” says
Fred Krupp, president of the
Environmental Defense Fund.

“The pace of development
caught everyone by surprise,
and environmental groups and

our laws and regulators are
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playing catch-up,” says Dan
Lashof of the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council. “In a
lot of cases, the gas industry .
has run roughshod over local | A “
communities.”

Gas; adds Michael Brune,
head of the Sierra Club,
“should be used as little as
possible for as short a time as
possible.” Renewables are the
answer..

The broader enwronmental
argument now goes like this:
There’s an under-appreciation
of how much methane leaks

stored.

Methane, the chief compo-
nent of natural gas, is many
times more damaging to the
environment than carbon.
Sloppy production can erase
gas’s advantage over coal. (The
Environmental Protection -
Agency, however, recently

_crimp use of fossi

501' environmental groups to
“ontend that a comprehensive

* But for the moment at least,.
it’s also tough to argue with
the transformati £
w Chemical and other,q
anufacturers are adding
to operatlons in the U.S. to
 take advantage of the new low

industry are bad,” says the S;-
erra Club’s Mr. Brune. “You
have a resource that’s becom-
- ing less competitive and more c

Meanwhile, the cost of en- controversial over time.” 5
ergy produced from renew- That said, “The reality now
ables is falling. States such as is that, for-better ar worse, gas
California and Colorado are ex- is he;g,” says Mr. Krupp of the cost of gas energy.
panding their targets for en- EDF. ¢

- Ww
ergy produced from renewable _Texas, Oklahoma. or Pennsyl-v _not slowing.
vania is going to-stop pumpmg' e :
should do more to encourage  gas - Write to John Bussey at
this trend nationally, environ- So his orgamzatlon has ; John.bussey@wsj.com; follow
mental groups say. Communi-  joined with Chevron, Shell, @johncbussey on Twitter.
ties, they add, are increasingly  Consol Energy, and other envi- ;
bristling over pollution at ronmental groups to construct
drilling sites and the chemicals yoluntary best pr.
being pumped underground to sha 12
extract the gas. “There is a big opportumty
And there’s the matter of now for more of the companies
climate change. Global limits to step up and lead,” he says.
on emissions, environmental- Narratives do change. It
ists contend, will inevitably may not be wishful thinking

glom previous est.irnates, even

drilled)
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Scan this code to
watch a video on
shale energy, or
see it at




